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From The Desk of The Editor 
 

 

Greetings Y’all!  

 Welcome to THE MOVEMENT, the official newsletter of the Human Rights Coalition 
(HRC).  I am excited to announce the HRC’s move to now establish a Political Action Commit-
tee (HRC-PAC) that would organize political action campaigns during the election process 
against those elected public officials who refuse to address our interrelated community and 
prisoners’ issues.  We are talking about a HRC-PAC that would work to form political coali-
tions with like-minded groups, to organize voter education and registration events to organize 
get-out-to-vote campaigns, and to form the families of prisoners, ex-offenders, and community 
organizations into a grassroots Voter’s Bloc. 

 However, our success or failure depends on families of prisoners, ex-offenders, and supporters actually joining the HRC-
PAC to advance our position.  Without people joining and actively participating in the HRC-PAC, it will simply remain a shell com-
mittee, and never get off the ground to do any thing.  So we encourage prisoners and their organizations behind the walls and 
barbed-wired fences to push hard to have their family, friends, and supporters join the HRC-PAC to make it a reality.  Help us, Help 
you! 

 I have recently became aware of an intelligent brother named Atiba, who works with both Reconstruction and the HRC in 
Philly, who is practically single-handedly taking on the “Pennsylvania political powers that be” by waging a campaign to register 
to vote the approximately 500,000 ex-offenders in this state.  This community activist also understands the huge potential political 
power that has been—until now—unrecognized and staring prisoners and their families in the face all along, and is travelling down 
the same political path as the HRC.  With the vast numbers of 150,000 families of prisoners and 500,000 ex-offenders as potential 
voters being thrown around lately, the Pennsylvania political powers are definitely taking notice of the HRC’s developments, and 
are beginning to sweat bullets at the very thought of having to deal with a HRC-PAC and grassroots Voters’ Bloc in future elections.  
Surely, we could become the great equalizer in Pennsylvania’s sea of political corruption and the state’s next king-makers.  This 
make our movement for  Human Rights all the more important. 

 At some point in this political gamesmanship, prisoners and their community activist supporters are going to have to make 
legal challenges in the courts, constitutionally attacking state and federal laws that prevents convicted prisoners from voting in lo-
cal, state, and federal elections.  Every citizen of the United States is entitled to the right to vote as guaranteed by the U.S. Constitu-
tion.  However, prisoners in nearly every state of the U.S.—except Maine and Vermont– are not allowed to vote.   So why are pris-
oners in Main and Vermont—states with a miniscule number of prisoners — allowed the right to vote, while prisoners in the other 
48 states of America are being denied their right to vote in elections?  Therein lies the contradiction, as well as, the answer to why 
prisoners are denied their right to vote.  Allowing the currently disenfranchised prisoners their right to vote as a full citizen would 
disrupt the political establishment.  

 Meanwhile, we must politically empower ourselves to push this issue and others by forming the HRC-PAC to work to estab-
lish a grassroots Voters’ Bloc in Pennsylvania, that we may influence the local state legislatures to enact laws beneficial to our com-
munities and to prisoners and their families. 

 

We have a hard journey before us, but it is said that a journey of a thousand miles begins with one step.  Lets struggle to win. 

All power to all the people! 

 

STRAIGHT AHEAD! 
Kerry ‘Shakaboona’ Marshall,  Co-Editor In Chief 
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FAMILES MUST BUILD VOTING POWER! 
 

Why Join HRC Voter-Bloc-2011? 

Richard “Tut” Carter, Interim Facilitator 
 

HRC-Perspective Fall-2010 
 

          For a century and a half the prison had always been offered as its own 
          remedy: the reactivation of the penitentiary technique as the only means 
          of overcoming their perpetual failure; the realization of the corrective 

          project as the only method of overcoming the impossibility of implement- 
          ing it.   Michel Foucault, author of “Discipline and Punish: The Birth 

          of the Prison", 1995, p. 268 

 
The American prison system is a failure!  It continues to operate although its national failure rate is 68 percent only be-
cause our elective leaders refuse to evaluate why this so-called public corrective-service does not work and has been get-
ting worst since its inception. Nonetheless, if America is ever gonna find the motivation to change this blatant display of 
social injustice it’ll take families of prisoners, prisoners, ex-prisoners and supporters organizing to build voter-power.  
HRC is committed to work to build a voter’s platform where we intend to create collective and multiple legislative, ad-
ministrative and judicial strategies which forms a genuine voter-bloc or a political Action Committee.  We’ll unify with 
existing grass roots efforts who are working towards common aims and, HRC will work to unify and electrify ex/
prisoners, their families and concerned citizens that accept HRC’s mission statement and vision (s). 
 
     But, in reality we can not simply blame elective officials “alone” for the tens of thousands of prisoners whose lives 
are actually made worse inside our prisons; for the billions of tax dollars that are wasted continually to rely on a failed 
prison system.  We can not blame elective officials “alone” when, in the middle of the worse economic crisis in U.S. his-
tory while school budgets, senior citizens funding and other essential social services suffered drastic cut-backs where, 
unemployment rates were rising and the lack of adequate public safety affects crime rate – Pennsylvania lawmakers allo-
cated $700 million dollars to build four new prisons.  Don’t forget that the American prison system is a failure and, “the 
reactivation of the penitentiary technique as the only means of overcoming their perpetual failure.” (Foucault) 
 
      Estimates have it that, approximately 68 percent of our prisons are repeated offenders. Yet, the recidivist rate has 
remained constant for two decades. Think about it like this, when prisons fail to rehabilitate criminal offenders and they 
recidivate, repeated offenders are returned to the same failed system. 
 
      To make a crude but helpful comparative analysis, imagine the U.S. prison system was one of the leading auto indus-
tries, say, General Motor Corporation.  Now, imagine the reaction from GM’s stock holders reaction and the consumer if 
GM’s automotive technique had been failing as long as our prison system has been failing.  What do you think would be 
the reaction of stock holders and board of directors at GM is they had an annual recall rate of 68%?  That is, for over one 
hundred vehicles they make more than half are found to have life-threatening defects which causes multi-billions in li-
ability lawsuits.  Do you think GM owners would allow management to continue to operate those automotive techniques 
that display evidence of failure? Than, why do we tolerate failed prisons?      
      So, why is it that our prisons are permitted to operate although they don’t work?  Why have Pennsylvania lawmakers 
reached agreements with Michigan and Virginia to ship Pennsylvania prisoners to those states?  Why don’t we have a 
good-time system or reasonable commutation for deserving lifers and other long-term offender who have changed their 
criminal lives many years ago?   Why does our state have the highest juvenile life population than any other state?  Why 
must prisoners suffer unreasonable and unnecessary deduction in monetary gifts from family and pay high commissary 
charges (where the vendors are not members of Pennsylvania)?  Why can’t prisoners get released on their minimum sen-
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tence released dates even though they complete Prescriptive Program Plans and maintain misconduct free record?  Why 
can’t we reform the post conviction system in our state? 
     Obviously, the above list of questions can go on and on.  There are many problems that negatively impact the lives of 
prisoners, ex-prisoners, their family and community which amount to social injustice issues.  Notwithstanding, until a 
force large enough and powerful enough to call to account the many bad decisions our elective leaders make, they will 
continue to make the very same bad decision.   
 
     Included in this edition of the Movement is an article announcing HRC’s plans to launch a Political Action Commit-
tee (PAC) and, another article from “…And Justice for All.”  Please take the time to read these articles and react!  In-
form and educate fellow prisoners and invite them to join either or both.  Inform and educate family members to join 
HRC and encourage ex-prisoners or soon to be ex-prisoners to join either or both, HRC and “…And Justice for All.”  If 
our prison system is gonna even get the motivation to change, it will be only because those most effected by the failing 
prison system gets motivated to rally our families and the general public to motivate lawmakers; to change this system.  
Through the electoral process WE CAN CHANGE THE FUTURE OF PRISONS IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.  WE 
CAN FORCE PRISONERS VOICES TO BE HEARD IN DEBATES OVER NECESSARY AND PROPER 
CHANGES WHICH INTRODUCE NEW AND DIFFERENT THEORIES AND MORAL PURPOSE OF INCAR-
CERATION IN THIS STATE.   
 
     Therefore, I think that your joining this Movement and encourage your family and friends, fellow prisoners and, those 
soon to be released (from the prison where you are) to join and support HRC you will become a member of a genuine 
grass roots movement designed set new records and lift the voices and issues of incarcerated citizens in 2011 –we will 
act to place in plain view so those that have the power to change our failed prison system new ideas about reducing 
prison populations.  Joining HRC today will put you in the membership of families of prisoners who are beginning the 
process of ending the “for profit motives and operations” of the Pa. Prison Industrial Complex.  Does this sound like an 
“un-televised revolution” or what?  Get involved stand up and be counted and join HRC TODAY.   
 
Harambee (“Lets Pull Together!)      

���������	
���

����
��
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Continued on page 6 

FAMILES MUST BUILD VOTING POWER! 
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APPLICATION FOR POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE  

This ‘Application for Political Action Committee’ v erifies your commitment to be an active participant  
in the HUMAN RIGHTS COALITION (HRC) POLITICAL ACTIO N COMMITTEE (PAC), as a volunteer/
committee member.  As a committee member you will n ot be paid any fee or salary for your services to 
the committee and must meet one or more of the foll owing: 1) You have access to a computer for access 
to the internet, MySpace, Face Book, or Google rese arch; 3) Have access to a telephone; 4) Solicitatio n 
by you to encourage other citizens into becoming me mbers of the committee and voters block; 5) Com-
mitted to vote for the political candidate that the  HRC-PAC has endorsed to be the best candidate to 
support our cause. 

Please complete the form below and mail to: 

Human Rights Coalition 
Attention: HRC-PAC 

4134 Lancaster Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA  19104 

(215) 921-3491 
 

 ———————————————————————————————————————————————————— 
              
Name:  ___________________________________  Address:  __________________________________ 

 

Address:  _________________________ City: ________________  State:  ______  Zip Code: ________   

 

Phone #:  ___________________________   Email Address:  ___________________________________ 

 

The best time to contact me would be:  __Day   __ E vening   __Week day  ___Saturday  __Sunday   

 

Continued from page 5 

FAMILES MUST BUILD VOTING POWER! 
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Monday, October 12th, 2009 11:19 am 

Some call it torture, some call it proper punishment. But in 
Maine, long-term solitary confinement may soon be illegal. 
 

Last week’s episode of Law & Order: SVU centered around a man who, after assaulting a police officer, 
used an unusual defense to stave off prison time: solitary confinement made me crazy. The character, 
named Callum Donovan, had spent 14 years in what is commonly called “the hole,” a bathroom-sized 
prison cell where he had no human contact for 23 hours a day. 

When Donovan, played by Stephen Rea, first floats the notion, the cops and prosecutors turn up their 
noses. 

“Were you beaten? Water torture?” asks ADA Sonja Paxton, played by Christine Lahti. 

“No,” says Donovan, “but what they did to me was just as bad.” 

For many who observe and report on the criminal justice system, Donovan’s assessment of his time in 
solitary confinement comes as no surprise. 

“The kind of torture that goes on in many supermax prisons is worse than Guantanamo,” says Lance 
Tapley, an investigative journalist who has spent the past four years exposing abuses inside the “supermax” 
unit of the Maine State Prison for The Phoenix newspapers. 

Tapley uses interviews with current and former prisoners to document life in “the hole.”  He focuses on 
issues ranging from violent cell extraction and filthy conditions to suicides and fatal beatings. Several of his 
portraits are of prisoners who were mentally ill before being thrown in what is referred to in Maine as the 
Special Management Unit, or SMU. 

Tapley claims his articles spurred some improvements in conditions.  But he notes the basic issue of 
whether long-term solitary confinement constitutes torture (or cruel and unusual punishment) has, politi-
cally, been a kind of third-rail. 

Until now. 

Last month, Maine State Rep. James Schatz proposed a bill that would limit solitary confinement in Maine 
to 45 days unless it can be shown at a hearing that the prisoner committed one of several listed infractions, 
such as sexual or injury-inducing assault. The bill also mandates that prisoners be allowed counsel and the 
opportunity to call witnesses at the hearing. 

Schatz collaborated with the Maine Prisoner Advocacy Coalition  to write the bill, which must be ap-
proved before being presented before the legislature’s second session. The state’s Legislative Council is set 
to make a decision October 15. If the council approves and the legislature passes the bill, Maine would be 
the first state to specifically limit solitary confinement for all prisoners and to provide inmates with a 
transparent process for getting in—and getting out—of the hole. 

Inside “The Hole” 

Although solitary confinement in the United States pre-dates the explosion of so-called supermax prisons 
in the past thirty years, the practice of isolating troublesome prisoners in 23-hour lock-down for years at a 
time, by many accounts, has grown with the number of isolation cells. Inmates are sent to these units not 
for crimes they have been convicted of, but for acting up in prison. According to a 2006 report written by 
Daniel P. Mears of The Urban Institute, as of 2004 there were 44 states with supermax facilities. As prisons 
have become more crowded, Tapley says, it behooves corrections officials to move people out of the 
general population and into “these expensive cells.”  

Originally, supermax facilities like Illinois’ Marion or California’s Pelican Bay, were erected to house “the 
worst of the worst:” gang members and those so violent they cannot be contained in the general population. 
But Mears’ report found that the “logic by which supermax prisons achieve each of a range of goals 
remains largely unclear.” According to Tapley, who has been reporting on Maine prisons since 2005, 
prisoners in the state can be thrown into the hole indefinitely for infractions ranging from assault on guards 
to possession of marijuana. And, as the language of Schatz’s bill indicates, there is no standard process for 
a prisoner to “earn” his way out. 

Maine’s Associate Commissioner of Corrections, Denise Lord, did not respond to requests for details 
about the average length of stay in solitary or guidelines for such punishment, but did tell The Crime 
Report that only 27 of Maine’s 2263 prisoners are currently confined this way. 

“They’re stripped of any contact with the outside world. After just a brief time of that you start breaking 
down,” says Judy Garvey, founder of a group of volunteers who conduct literacy, art and computer classes 
at Maine’s Hancock County Jail. “Most will get out of prison and not be in great shape. We know it’s not 
healthy.” 

According to Tapley’s reporting, prisoners in Maine’s supermax are locked in bathroom-sized cells 23 
hours a day, with one hour of outdoor time, weather permitting (a dubious distinction in Maine ), five days 
a week. They have no access to radios or television (a fact that has prompted several hunger strikes) and 
have to shower wearing handcuffs and leg irons.  

“You put mentally ill people in this environment and they go berserk,” says Tapley. “They become much 
more ill and start to throw feces, cut themselves or attempt suicide—which gets them more time on their 
sentence. It’s insanity.”  

Jesenia Pizarro, an assistant professor of criminal justice at Michigan State University who has written 
about supermax prisons, says that national data on who is segregated, for how long, and whether the 
segregation works to decrease violence in prisons or tame unruly inmates is woefully inadequate. 

“We spend so much money on these prisons, but we don’t know if they work,” says Pizarro. “Wardens 
and corrections officials swear by it, but no one has actually done a comprehensive study.” 

A Fringe Movement Goes Mainstream 

Until recently, the movement to limit solitary confinement was mostly focused on keeping the mentally ill 
out of isolation. 

“The mentally ill are disproportionately represented among prisoners in segregation,” reads “Ill-Equipped” 
a 2003 report by Human Rights Watch.  Pizarro agrees. “This notion of ‘the worst of the worst,’ it’s not 
really true,” she says.  “Many of these people are the mentally ill who corrections officers can’t handle.” 

Intuitively, it’s easy to understand why the mentally ill—who often end up in prison because their commu-
nities lack social services to help them manage their illness—would have trouble, especially without 
consistent mental health care (which many prisons lack) following the strict and sometimes arbitrary rules 
involved in life behind bars. And the more you break the rules, the more likely you are to get thrown in the 
hole. 

“The mentally ill are ill-equipped for prison and prison is ill-equipped for the mentally ill,” says Jamie 
Fellner, a senior counsel with Human Rights Watch. 

Early last year, New York passed a law limiting solitary confinement for mentally ill prisoners, and Illinois 
State Rep. Julie Hamos recently proposed similarly legislation. Rep. Schatz’s bill, which Feller calls 
“unique,” would be the first not specifically tailored to the mentally ill. 

The conversation about isolation began to change as the country learned of abuses at Abu Ghraib  and 
Guantanamo Bay. Suddenly, the American public was forced to consider whether long-term isolation was 
torture, and the outrage both encouraged and frustrated the activists who’ve been fighting solitary stateside. 

“For those of us who understand American prisons, [the response was]  ‘what else is new?’ says Garvey. 
And then in March of this year, The New Yorker magazine published an article by Atul Gawande, an 
author, surgeon and professor at Harvard, called “Hellhole.”  The subhead read: “The United States holds 
tens of thousands of inmates in long-term solitary confinement. Is this torture?” 

“’Hellhole’ had a lot of influence giving credibility to the people who see the insanity of the system; he has 
the weight of science behind him,” says Tapley. 

Prior to Gawande’s comparison of the experience of American prisoners enduring long-term isolation to 
the experience of prisoners held at Guantanamo Bay, the struggle to reveal what they see as the unaccept-
able psychological toll that solitary can take on an individual was mostly left to reporters, academics and 
groups like the American Friends Service Committee and Human Rights Watch. In fact, Tapley says some 
of the best research on the subject has been done by the inauspiciously named Maoist International Minis-
try of Prisons. 

While many people seem open to the idea that solitary confinement of the mentally ill may constitute 
something akin to cruel and unusual, the jury is still out on whether prolonged isolation can actually cause 
mental illness. 

“Gawande’s article was good for galvanizing people, but I don’t think you can compare Terry Anderson to 
an American prisoner,” says Fellner, who points to the fact that Anderson (the American journalist who 
was kidnapped by Hezbollah and held in confinement in Lebanon for seven years), lived in constant fear of 
being killed by his captors and was unaware of where he was being held. 

“Solitary confinement in the U.S. is more banal and less horrifying – but it’s still a terrible thing to impose 
on someone without a damn good reason,” she continues. “To make his point, I think Gawande overstates 
the point. Many more people don’t go crazy in solitary, but they still suffer.” 

If Gawande’s New Yorker article introduced the notion of solitary confinement as torture to the nation’s 
chattering classes, and Rep. Schatz presented it to lawmakers, the issue’s appearance on the Law & Order 
franchise marks its official entrance into the national conversation. In last week’s episode, entitled, 
“Solitary,” the show’s main character, Detective Elliot Stabler, played by Christopher Meloni, elects to 
have himself locked in “the hole” to test the theory. 

In the language of television, Stabler’s experience is clear: First he does sit-ups, then push-ups, then he lays 
down and sleeps. He is awaken by a plate of food sliding in. What time is it, he asks. No answer. More 
push-ups, more sleep. Soon he starts to look nervous, then vigilant, then completely paranoid. He begins 
hearing things. He goes back to sit-ups.  He paces. He befriends a cockroach. Finally, he begins muttering 
to himself. 

When the guard comes to rescue him from his experiment, Stabler lunges at the man, shouting, I said three 
days, not a week! It was three days, says the guard. 

Though Stabler is convinced, at the end of the show, Donovan’s defense doesn’t work, and when the jury 
reads the “guilty” verdict, he bends over and knocks his head on a table. Then he jumps up, rolls up his 
sleeve and begs the judge for the needle. 

“Put me out of my misery,” he cries. “You’d do it to a dog — do it for me.” 

## 

Julia Dahl is a Contributing Editor at The Crime Report. 
 Human Rights Coalition 
4134 Lancaster Ave 
Philadelphia, PA 19104 
attn: Support Committee 
215-921-3491 
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OPEN LETTER TO THE PUBLIC 
Graterford Lifers Post Conviction Relief Act Initiative (Chairman: Kevin S. Mines, AY-5941) 

 
“...though I cry, ‘I’ve been wronged!’  I get no response; though I call for help, there is no justice.” 

Job 19:7 
 

Just as the above words reflect the utter frustration and despair of the upright and steadfast Job as recorded in the Bible, 
so too do they reflect the desperate and disheartened cries of thousands of prisoners currently serving time in Pennsyl-
vania prisons. 
 
Imagine yourself, your sibling, your child, your parents, or your mate; imagine a man, woman, or juvenile serving a life 
sentence and locked in a steel and concrete cell like an animal, having to perpetually endure strip searches and rough and 
antagonistic treatment year after year.  Now imagine you are innocent, yet you’re prevented from challenging the con-
viction because of draconian laws that prohibit you from doing so after one year. 
 
You may think this scenario far-fetched; you may think it un-American, and more plausible for some third world coun-
try.  But it is the sad reality for thousands of people presently warehoused in Pennsylvania prisons. 
 
Prior to January 16, 1996, the redress of issues regarding the proper representation by one’s attorney was not time-
barred.  Issues like whether the trial lawyer failed to perform his or her duties, or did certain things that caused the de-
fendant to be convicted when it wasn’t warranted were able to be reexamined.  Failure to provide evidence that would 
have cleared the defendant, or prosecutorial misconduct could be addressed at any time. 
 
In 1995, then-Gov. Tom Ridge convened a special legislative session ostensibly to ameliorate and diminish the impact 
of crime upon society. 
 
During this legislative session, the District Attorneys Association of Philadelphia improperly intervened in the exclusive 
law-making function of the Pennsylvania General Assembly by submitting and dictating an arbitrary Post Conviction 
Relief Act (PCRA) Bill, SB 81.  This legislation was not submitted as a subject for the legislators’ consideration, and 
was considered without any analytical debate.  The House and Senate passed it, and the PCRA was amended and is now 
codified in statute, title 42 PA. C.S.A. section 9545 (b) et seq., entitled “Jurisdiction and Proceedings.” 
 
Section 9545 (b) et seq., created a new jurisdiction time bar; it is a draconian code that systematically deprives thou-
sands of prisoners the right to legal redress of their claims of both state and federal Constitutional violations.  The im-
pact of the PCRA foreclosure of access to the courts effectively created a situation akin to human warehousing, and also 
resulted in a staggering expense to the unsuspecting taxpayer. 
 
As a citizen, you would surely like to know that the courthouse doors are open and the courtroom available to you 
should you ever be wrongfully arrested and/or convicted, and can’t resolve the matter any other way. 
 
Though justice is supposed to be blind, it truly isn’t—and neither are you.  You have the ability to recognize that justice 
is blind, and we urge you, in the interest of justice, to write and/or call your senators and state representatives and de-
mand they rescind the 1995 amendments to the PCRA [section 9545(b)] so that all citizens of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania will have procedural due process and access to the courts, without the fear of being prevented from doing 
so by artificially imposed legislation. 
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True Love. 

Glad we gave Michael Vick a 2nd chance.  He sincerely apologized for 
his crimes.  He paid his debt to society. And we forgave him.  See what 
happens when you give a second chance.   

I love you Michael Vick!!!!   OXOXOXO Your Biggest Fan 
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Picture This: 

 

 Almost every family has its photo album.  Now we want a HRC family album, too—one that will show the faces of HRC and send a 
message besides.  And your family’s picture may be just what we need. 

 In each of our issues of The Movement, we will publish several pages of pictures to illustrate the strengths of families and the insanity 
of the PA Department of Corrections hostile anti-family policies.  We want pictures of prisoners and their families, preferably taken in prison.  
We’ll run as many pictures as space permits. 

 If you and your loved ones want to participate here’s what you’ll need to send us: 

·  A family picture made during a prison visit. 

·  Names and Relationships of those in the picture, listed left to right. 

·  Information on the prisoner’s sentence (how much of sentence he/she has in and how  much remains to do). 

·  The name and location of the prison. 

·  The name and address of the person sending the picture. 

·  A brief article by a loved one or prisoner expressing their personal feelings to the other  (article no longer than three paragraphs). 

·  A stamped, self addressed envelope (or $.50 institutional check) if    you want the picture returned. 

Send your pictures and article to H.R.C., Attention: Newsletter Committee, c/o Lava Space, 4134 Lancaster Ave., Philadelphia, PA 19104. 

Too Young For Bars... 
��������������

Not a day goes by I don't think of you Son, 
Locked up like an animal and still so young. 
It doesn't seem right, it doesn't seem fair. 
The sentence they gave you by putting you there. 
 
But the crime has been done...you rejected advice, 
And young as you are, you must now pay the price. 
It breaks my heart knowing what you now face, 
And I pray your return from that forbidding place. 
 
The root of the problem was the company you kept, 
Being out of a night-time while the rest of us slep t. 
You were easy to talk to, you fell in their trap, 
And they stayed at home while you took the rap. 
 
You were given a chance, to a Youth camp you went, 
I was hoping that that was a 'lesson well spent'. 
But when you came home, you met with them again, 
Now look at the trouble you've got yourself in. 

 
I remember your young days, teaching you right from  
wrong, 
Telling you never be weak, and always be strong. 
Your manners were perfect, they said so at school, 
The girls all adored you and thought you were cool.  
 
But it's never too late, I know this time you've le arned, 
Like the proverbial 'new leaf', it is you who has t urned. 
A new life awaits you, there are people who care, 
Who love you and need you and will always be there.  
 
Love, Dad xxx 

�
�
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State Prisoners Pledge to Aid Chester 

 As the People of Chester struggle t find solutions to 
growing crises with violent crime, school dropouts and recidivist 
rates, I think it’s necessary to highlight ideas a virtually untapped 
resource offers as aid in these struggles.  As prison budgets con-
tinue to escalate over $4 billion for this Commonwealth (and) 
other essential societal expenditures 
are getting cut, it only seems prag-
matic to turn to the “real exerts” 
who have some really interesting 
“cost saving” ideas for addressing 
such social-problems. 

 For the past 20 years I have 
been involved in developing self-
help type rehabilitation programs 
which rely heavily on engaging pris-
oners in the process of creating ave-
nues which leads to transforming 
oneself from outlaws and gangsters 
to good, decent anthe idea came as a 
result of many different interviews 
over the years where I asked “repeat 
offenders” what they believe caused 
their return to prison. 

 In the early 1990s, some of 
the state prisoners I included in our 
research wanted to learn how they 
could become self-sufficient enough 
to escape the vices (after prison) 
which pull or push people to return 
to a life of crime.  After my release 
from prison February 14, 2005, my 
readjustment back-to-society was 
possibly one of the most observed 
events in U.S. prison history. 

 Of the thousands of fellow 
prisoners (nationally) I shared my 
ideas with over the years about the huge benefits of changing 
from being criminals to become good citizens, half of them “had 
faith” that I would continue to serve as a new kind of role model.  
The other half told me, and others, in the prison system that they 
believed I was just talking that way because I was in prison.  
They quite readily expected that upon my release, I’d return to 

crime and drugs, either as an addicted drug slinger king-pin or I’d 
relapse as an addicted gun totting stick-up man. 

 While this essay isn’t about me per se, I must say that 
ever since my first day as a liberated human being, I am acutely 
aware that my success is not simply to be celebrated by just me, 

my family and a few 
friends.  Therefore, now 
that I have established 
trust with prisoners, I 
went back to prison—
this time, not as a recidi-
vist but as someone re-
porting on new services 
for those who truly de-
sire to live good, decent 
lives after prison. 

 In the accompa-
nying photograph 
(shown with their con-
sent) taken at the State 
Correctional institution, 
Graterford, PA on may 
15th, Chester resident-
inmates (from left to 
right) Jesse “Yusuf” 
Faults, David “Daoud” 
Codes, this writer, Larry 
“Juice/Turk” Stephenson 
and Joseph “Yusuf” 
Reaves in background, 
have been inside for over 
25 years behind bars 
serving life-sentences; 
nonetheless they feel 
they still possess vital 
roles in preparing 
younger men from Ches-

ter about how to remain crime-free and be productive members of 
their community after prison. 

 I was at the prison and met shortly with those good, de-
cent, incarcerated citizens while part of an annual Memorial 
Day’s Ceremony hosted by SCI-Graterford’s nationally recog-

The Home Front: Serving Our Community 
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nized veteran service organization, Veterans of Graterford 
(VOG). 

 For years now, we have been concentrating on how  to 
get the tremendous resources they offer to the people of Ches-
ter—even from within prison walls and hopes for their own free-
dom is in the hands of an unsympathetic governing body that 
ignores the many years of personal contributions men such as 
Larry Stephenson gave to the City of Chester as well as our com-
monwealth as a para-teacher, personal development mentor, Big 
Brother and sometimes surrogate parent of many young men in 
Chester today who have not returned to life of crime after prison. 

 If you know any ex-inmate who knows breother Turk 
they’ll tell you that he’s the kind of good man Chester needs to-
day to assist in reducing violence, school dropouts and recidivist 
rates. 

 By prefacing an essay Bro. Turk sent to me last week 
with a quote from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., where King said, 
“Nothing in all the world is more dangerous than sincere igno-
rance and conscientious stupidity,” Turks points out that those 
who continue to commit crimes and return to prison, ..and those 
who think prison will deter people from committing crimes, are 
examples of the above quote. 

 Either way, the causes of criminal behavior and the high 
rate of recidivism, and why some people continue to make the 
same bad choices, must be addressed by those individuals who 
genuinely care and understand the “Culture of Street Crime” and 
how to combat it, intelligently. 

 Graterford prisoners returning back to Chester can re-
ceive a new kind of reentry preparation before leaving prison.  
We, out here, could supply those inside with information about 
what new services are now available to the re-entry community 
before and after prison.  This unique type of mentoring program 
will also engage people current on paroles, probation or simply 
members of the re-entry community and offer them strategies to 
liberate themselves from wanting to drop out of school or, want-
ing to stay in a life of crime and return back to prison. 

 I had to recognize the pledges we have getting from 
places like Graterford who want to help Chester become a more 
peaceful and better community.  These and other prisoners have 
invited Chester citizens to form a coalition which includes them 

as collaqborting partners to help reduce school dropouts, violent 
crime and recidivist rates. 

 They would like to participate in community planning, 
which draws on ideas for addressing those crisis-issues, and they 
want to host meetings and planning sessions at Graterford and 
will invite community leaders to share ideas regarding how they 
can better prepare those returning back to Chester—enabling the 
re-entry community to stay crime-free and partners in Chester’s 
quest for relief and peace from a life marked by social strife and 
misery. 

 If you would like to contact those mentioned, you can 
email or call me at: hrcchester@yahoo.com or 215-390-4114.  
Harambee, “Lets Pull Together!” 

Richard “Tut” Carter, Sr. is a nationally-known prison reform 
activist and a leader of the Chester Prison Reentry Collaboration 
Partnership, a local initiative to create a seamless system of so-
cial service delivery for Chester residents returning to the com-
munity from incarceration. 
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The Home Front: Serving Our Community 

Brothers In Arms  
By Christopher Zoukis 

 
   Why is there hate?  This is a question I have often pon-
dered.  Why is it I, a white prisoner, am blamed for the op-
pression of a people?  Why is it that I have to watch over my 
shoulder?  Why is it that I am a target?  Many questions 
come to mind, but still there is no answer. 
 
    I try not to be presumptuous in my thought.  I know that I 
am not the only one in my position and I know that all don’t 
act this way.  Yet I wonder why it is that the group I belong to 
is often preyed upon.  Why is it that we are to blame?  I for 
one am a fighter of the people.  I am a disseminator of 
knowledge.  Not to or for the knowledge of white or black 
people.  But just to people; prisoners in general.  Yet my 
knowledge and understanding is thrown out.  Is treated as if 
it is but lies and propaganda.  Why you ask?  It is because I 
am white. 
 
    I am here before you now not asking you these questions 
but planting the seed and provoking the thought.  If we as a 
people, prisoners that is, fight and hate amongst ourselves, 
who won’t fight and hate us?  Please, take this as a warning 
and as a plea for solidarity.  If we want to be taken seriously 
and to further our cause we must put this hate behind our-
selves and bolster each other.  We must love, not hate.  So 
please, stand with me and strengthen our brothers in arms.  
With the help of all, more than the dismal few will survive. 
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Is Innocence Irrelevant? 
The following state cases represent the “Faces of HRC”.  As you read, ask yourself if justice is being served by the judicial system 
when it criminally tries and convicts individuals knowing of their innocence, and intentionally deny fair trials to others. 

Truth & Justice 
By Jeff Deskovic 
 

FINALLY, PUNISHMENT FOR 
POLICE WHO EXTRACT 
FALSE CONFESSIONS BY 
TORTURE 
 
 On June 8, 2010, a federal jury convicted former Chi-
cago cop, John Burge, of perjury and obstruction of justice after 
Burge lied under oath in a civil case and insisted he never wit-
nessed or participated in the torture of suspects. 
 Burge was a Chicago cop from 1970-83, and later pro-
moted to Detective, Sergeant, Lieutenant, Supervisor of Detec-
tives, commander of the Bomb and Arson Unit, and finally, Com-
mander of Detectives.  Under his watch, suspects were burned, 
beaten, and choked until they confessed throughout the 1970’s 
until the 1990s. 
 Burge used other tactics to extract confessions, included 
placing bags over suspects’ heads, attaching electrodes to their 
genitals, and playing Russian roulette with a service revolver. 
 Burge was fired in 1993 after he abused a suspect later 
charged with killing a Chicago police officer.  He retired to Florida 
and was allowed to keep his lucrative police pension. 
 In 2006, Cook Count special prosecutors concluded a 
four-year investigation.  They found evidence sufficient to prose-
cute Burge for assaulting suspects, but concluded the criminal 
statute of limitations had long since passed. 
 In 2008, however, federal prosecutors found a clever 
way around limitations period. Burge could not be prosecuted for 
torture, but he could be prosecuted for lying about it. 
 Five of Burge’s victims testified against him, plus a police 
officer who worked for Burge, and various doctors and nurses.  
U.S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald launched an investigation into 
torture allegations by more than 100 victims.  He announced his 
investigation in ongoing, and others may be prosecuted as well. 
 Other law enforcement agencies are following Fitzger-
ald’s lead. Illinois Attorney General, Lisa Madigan, says her office 
will investigate the decades-old torture allegations to determine a 
course of action, including retrials for alleged torture victims later 
convicted of crimes based on their coerced confessions. 
 Prof. John Masur at President Obama's alma mater, the 
prestigious University of Chicago Law Scholl, said, “There are 
most likely dozens, maybe even a hundred people, still in Illinois 
prisons who were convicted pursuant to confessions they say 
were obtained through torture when Burge was still head of that 
police district.” 
 Rob Warden of The Center On Wrongful Convictions 
identified twenty people who remain in Illinois prisons based on 
suspect confessions. 

 Civilized nations do not torture suspects to extract con-
fessions for both practical and moral reasons.  Studies repeatedly 
have demonstrated torture is unreliable because suspects will 
give false confessions to make the torture cease. 
 Madison Hobley, Aaron Patterson, Leroy orange and 
Stanley Howard, all on death row, were pardoned on the ground 
of actual innocence by Gov. George Ryan who found they had 
been tortured into giving false confessions.  Subsequently, 
Ronald Kitchen, who was convicted of murder based upon a co-
erced, false confession overseen by Burge, was exonerated after 
spending twenty-one years in prison. 
 Fitzgerald is to be applauded for prosecuting Burge.  
Every single police officer who either participated in the torture or 
looked the other way should be prosecuted and punished, too.  If 
the statute of limitations has run, prosecutors should determine if 
officers ever gave sworn statements denying the torture; if so, 
they should be prosecuted for perjury, like Burge. 
 Burge’s case begs the question where were state au-
thorities when allegations of police torture first surfaced back in 
the 1970s?  Why did it take three decades before anyone was 
willing to go after Burge?  Where were Chicago’s local District 
Attorneys or previous Illinois Attorney Generals?  Where was 
Mayor Richard M. Daley first elected in 1989, or his predecessor, 
Eugene Sawyer, or his predecessors, including the current 
mayor’s father, Richard J. Daley who ruled Chicago in the 1970s? 
 It is impossible to know how many suspects were tor-
tured into giving confessions and then convicted, and of those, 
how many confessions were false.  Nor is there any way to deter-
mine how many guilty might now go free because they were 
abused by Chicago police under Burge’s command. 
 To be on the safe side, if a suspect was tortured, his 
confession introduced at trial, and convicted, courts will have no 
choice but to overturn those convictions, regardless of the actual 
guilt or innocence of the defendant which will be impossible to 
determine. 
 In the aftermath of Burge’s federal conviction, Illinois 
Rep. Danny Davis introduced a bill to abrogate the statute of limi-
tations for torture.  Davis said Burge’s conviction on perjury and 
obstruction of justice was “simply not enough.”  His bill was co-
sponsored by Rep. Bobby Rush and Rep. Jesse Jackson, Jr. 
 To some extent, Burge’s conviction will educate the pub-
lic that police do sometimes coerce confessions, both by physical 
and mental abuse of suspects.  The practice is wrong for many 
reasons, but most importantly, because it poses a substantial 
threat to innocent people who might be put in prison for crimes 
they did not commit. 
 I should know: my wrongful conviction was secured by a 
coerced, false confession obtained by Peekskill Det. Thomas 
McIntyre and former Putnam County Senior Investigator and poly-
graph examiner, Daniel Stephens, all done under the watchful 
eye of Peekskill Police Chief Eugene Tumulo. 
 
Jeff Deskovic spent sixteen years in prison for a m urder and 
rape he did not commit.  He writes about wrongful c onvic-
tions and criminal justice issues. 
 
Printed from The Westchester Guardian, July 22, 201 0 
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Is Innocence Irrelevant? 
The following state cases represent the “Faces of HRC”.  As you read, ask yourself if justice is being served by the judicial system 
when it criminally tries and convicts individuals knowing of their innocence, and intentionally deny fair trials to others. 

NON-DNA Exonerations Expand 
By Alan Bean 
 
 This compelling story in the New York Times slipped past me.  I 
was on the road in Louisiana for eight days and didn’t have the luxury of 
surfing the net.  Non-DNA exoneration is becoming the primary focus of the 
criminal justice reform movement.  For one thing, we are rapidly running 
out of testable DNA.  Jeff Blackburn with the Innocence Project of Texas 
believes that good DNA cases will be difficult to find within a year.  Barry 
Scheck, director of a national Innocence Project, thinks good cases will be 
available for another decade if advocates are willing to move beyond their 
own backyards. 
 The truth, I suspect, lies somewhere in between these perspec-
tives.  The DNA-exoneration phenomenon will slow from a torrent to a 
trickle over the next five years, then fade from view altogether. 
 The Times article focuses on Plan B, non-DNA exoneration 
projects that build on the foundation established by DNA exonerations.  
“Criminal justice experts say exonerations have shed light on two circum-
stances once thought to be extremely rare or even inconceivable: Wit-
nesses are sometimes wrong, and people sometimes confess to crimes 
they did not commit.: 
 But why do witnesses get it wrong, and why do people sign false 
confessions?  The article doesn’t get into that, so I’ll give you a quick run-
down.  More often than not, it is because witnesses feel pressured by in-
vestigators and prosecutors.  Weak-minded people who have been badg-
ered for hours will often sign whatever is placed in front of them just to 
make the ordeal stop. 
 As we have seen, inmates facing virtual life sentences will admit 
to almost anything if there is a dramatic time cut on the table. 
 Tragically, even well-intentioned witnesses get it wrong.  An 
excessive eagerness to help the prosecution, especially in cases involving 
horrifying violence, prompts witnesses to remember whatever the authori-
ties need them to remember. 
 Memory isn’t like a snap shot or a video reconstruction of an 
actual event.  We remember scattered impressions which the mind 
weaves into a coherent narrative.  Memories are thus subject to suggestion 
and manipulation.  Let a witness know the right answer and the mind works 
overtime to produce a memory consistent with that answer.  As the face of 
the perp du jour becomes firmly imbedded in the mind witness confidence 
grows.  Witnesses no longer remember the actual event; they remember 
an artificial reconstruction of the event shaped by suggestion. 
 The Times article notes that non-DNA exoneration projects are 
rare.  In New York State, for example, not a single innocence project fo-
cuses on non-DNA cases.  The reason is obvious.  “Cases that lack what 
many call the “magic bullet” of DNA often require cumbersome investiga-
tions, including finding and re-interviewing witnesses or poring over thick 
files find anything vital that a trial lawyer might have missed.  Even when 
crucial evidence is uncovered—witness recantations or exculpatory state-
ments that were ignored by prosecutors—judges, juries and prosecutors 
often treat it with skepticism.” 

 One compelling case of non-DNA exoneration, the article notes, 
“came six years after a panel of federal judges, having considered much of 
the same evidence, ruled that thought it had nagging suspicion that the 
wrong man may have been convicted of capital murder,’ it could not over-
turn the conviction of the man Darryl Burton, because of numerous proce-
dural impediments.” 
 Those working for non-DNA exonerations work to change the 
judicial culture.  The Times article highlights the work of Dallas County DA, 
Craig Watkins.  Unlike his infamous predecessor Henry Wade, Watkins 
believes that “The duty of the district attorney is to seek justice.  Justice 
means we right the wrongs of the past.” 
 If every DA operated out of that philosophy there would be no 
need for groups like Friends of Justice.  We focus on jurisdiction where a 
very different prosecutorial mindset prevails.  Our challenge is to alert the 
public to what is happening, and we do that by allowing normal folks to 
peer behind the smoke and mirror show presented at trial to the process of 
manipulation and intentional distortion that all too often passes for an inves-
tigation. 
 Investigation is part of that process - that’s why I spend so much 
time on the road.  But getting the facts straight is only part of the process.  
Locating the wrongfully accused and wrongfully convicted in space and 
time is also part of the story.  Who are these people, we ask, and how did 
they get caught up in the machinery of wrongful accused.  We talk about 
the history of a particular jurisdiction and the unique culture at work in the 
courtroom.  We try to get the mainstream and alternative media to ask the 
right questions and pursue the right answers. 
 Work this narrative strategy long and hard enough and the truth 
breaks free. 
 The Times article ends with a disturbing quote from Daniel S. 
Medwed, a professor at the University of Utah who studies wrongful con-
victions: “One thing we’ve learned by studying these cases and litigating 
these cases is it could really happen to anybody.  Nobody is immune.”   
 That’s kind of true and kind of misleading.  DNA exonerations 
suggest that wrongful conviction impacts people of color to a grossly dis-
proportionate degree.  According to the Innocence Project, the 249 people 
exonerated on the basis of DNA included 150 African Americans, 71 Cau-
casians, 21 Latinos, 20 Asian American and 5 whose race is unknown.  
Poor people, the unemployed and underemployed, and folks with a history 
of drug dependency are also a heightened risk. 
 Hopefully, future articles on the exoneration issue will pay more 
attention to the racial dynamics at work in these cases. 
 

 Friends of Justice can be contacted at: 
 

Friends of Justice 
3415 Ainsworth Court 
Arlington, TX 76016 

abean@friendsofjustice.net 
(817) 457-0025 
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The Human Rights Coalition (Disclaimer) 

 

The Human Rights Coalition is an organization that focuses on the plight of prisoners in their struggle for human rights and humane conditions 
of prisons and challenging the prison industrial complex exploitation of inmates and the drastic ramification on the families of prisoners and society at 
large. 
 
 We recognize that most prisoners are people of color and often are economically disfranchised working class people. HRC serves as an educa-
tional and resource forum to the community. 
  
 The Human Rights Coalition does not have the ability to represent individuals in the court of law nor has funding for such activities. The Hu-
man Rights Coalition does not have lawyers for personal counsel nor the ability to write legal briefs on behalf of any individual. 
  
 The Human Rights Coalition is about building a grassroots movement with the leadership of the families of prisoners and citizens who are con-
cerned about the proliferation of prisons and the lack of social programs that could prevent crime and injustice. 
  
 “We can bomb the world into pieces but, you can't bomb it into peace" 
��
 

 
Please provide: 
 
Name:   _________ _______________________________ 
Prisoner Number:   _________________________________ 
Street Address:    ___________________________________ 
    ________________________________________ 
City/State/:  _______________________________________ 
Zip Code:   _______________________________________ 
Phone #:   ________________________________________ 
Email:     _________________________________________ 
  
 
 
Subscription Rates: 

 
 Families of Prisoners – FREE! 
 Prisoners - $6.00 One Year Subscription is one issue per 
 quarter (a total of 4 issues). 
 
 
Send to:   
 
 Human Rights Coalition 
 Attention: Newsletter Subscription 
 C/O Lava Space 
 4134 Lancaster Avenue 
 Philadelphia, PA  19104 
 
 
 

���������	
�	
��	

���
���	

������

��	�����	

Inmates!   Know a family member in society who you would want to receive this newsletter?   
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HRC attends preliminary hearing of Dallas 6 
 
 
On Thursday September 16, three members of HRC made the trip to Trucksville, PA (outside of Wilkes-Barre) to attend the pre-
liminary hearing for the Dallas 6, who were charged with riot after protesting the violent cell extraction of another prisoner in the 
Dallas RHU back in April. Charges were filed by DOC only months later, apparently in response to the release by HRC of a report 
(Resistance and Retaliation) about abuse at the prison. 
 
The hearing was postponed for the five men who had requested a public defender. Carrington Keys, representing himself, was the 
lone prisoner actually brought before Judge Tupper. During Mr. Keys’ hearing, Tupper denied him the right to call witnesses as 
well as the right to have a stenographer present to record the proceedings. “This is not a court of record,” stated Tupper, who 
claimed that if Carrington wanted a transcript of the preliminary hearing, he’d have to provide his own stenographer.  Carrington 
brought up a number of objections during the course of the hearing, all of which were either denied or simply ignored by Tupper, 
who set a trial date for December.  
 
A new preliminary hearing for all six men has been re-scheduled for November 12th, 2010. 
 
The Luzerne County paper Citizen’s Voice had a reporter on the scene: 
 
 

Inmates facing riot charges claim actions were protest 
By Matthew Harris (Staff Writer) 
Published: September 17, 2010 
 
TRUCKSVILLE - In what they called a protest, six inmates from a state prison in Dallas were charged Thursday with instigating a 
riot in April after barricading themselves in their cells and throwing human waste at prison guards trying to break up the distur-
bance. 
 
The men face felony counts of rioting, while one faces five felony charges of aggravated harassment by a prisoner. The inmates 
claim they were protesting abuses inside the prison's solitary confinement wing and targeted for providing information to a human 
rights group. 
 
"You are refusing to hear any- thing I'm saying," said Carrington A. 
Keys, who acted as his own attorney during his hearing Wednes-
day. "This is a kangaroo court." 
 
The six men were transported to Magisterial District Judge James 
E. Tupper's office, but the 29- year-old Keys was the lone inmate to 
have a preliminary hearing Wednesday. The hearings for Duane 
Peter, 39; Anthony Kelly, 37; Derrick Stanley, 30; Anthony Locke, 
31; and Andre Jacobs, 28, were continued. 
 
On April 29, the men hung bed sheets to keep guards from peering 
into their cells and used the cloth to secure their doors shut, said 
Trooper Christopher Wilson. When an extraction team entered the 
cells, he said six guards were pelted with feces and urine. 
 
In testimony, Lt. David Mosier, who heads the extraction team, said 
he gave "numerous warnings" to Keys and said guards would raid 
the cells if the bedding wasn't taken down. 
 

���������	
��
��
�
���


Human Rights Coalition ReportHuman Rights Coalition Report  

Carrington A. Keys 
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"He refused all orders," Mosier said. "At that point I ordered the extraction team to enter." 
 
For the inmates, the charges are retaliation after each member provided evidence to an investigator from Human Rights Coalition, a 
nonprofit group advocating on behalf of prisoners, for a report documenting abuse at the facility. 
 
In early April, accounts provided by the men were included in a 93-page coalition report on conditions at the Dallas prison. The 
accounts included racial slurs, threats of violence, withholding of food and water and retribution for filing grievances and lawsuits 
alleging abuse, said coalition investigator Bret Grote, who wrote the document. After its release, he said a copy was mailed to Ja-
cobs, which was intercepted by security personnel at the prison. 
 
"There wasn't much time between the report going into the prison, until the start of food deprivation and verbal threats," Grote said. 
 
On April 25, matters came to a head when a fellow inmate spoke up against the treatment, was denied food and then forcibly re-
moved from his cell three days later, Grote said. In response, he said Keys, Jacobs and Kelly decided to stage a protest the next day. 
 
"We covered our windows to obstruct count, refused to answer, barricaded our doors and forced cell extractions," Keys wrote in a 
letter, which was included by the Human Rights Coalition in a follow-up report on the incident released in August. 
 
Offered the chance to cross-examine Rosier and Sgt. Donald Buck, who was tasked with videotaping the extraction, Keys called the 
hearing "biased and prejudiced." He also said requests for documents and subpoenas for witnesses had been ignored by the court, 
violating his right to due process. 
 
"How can I make my case without witnesses," Keys said to Tupper. "Everything I have filed is being disregarded. You're making 
this a one-sided case." 
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   Critics of state-sponsored torture spied on   
      by PA Office of Homeland Security 

 

Documents recently released by the State of Pennsylvania reveal that earlier this year, the Human Rights Coalition (HRC) was tar-
geted in a secret bulletin issued by the PA Office of Homeland Security, which claimed that HRC was likely to engage in civil dis-
obedience at a trial at the Federal Courthouse in Harrisburg. HRC had made a public call for people to attend a May 17 trial in sup-
port of state prisoner Ravanna Spencer, who was suing Pennsylvania Department of Corrections (PA DOC) staff for beating him at 
Camp Hill prison in 2006. At the trial, members of HRC from Philadelphia and Pittsburgh accompanied Mr. Spencer's parents into 
the courtroom to bear witness to the proceedings. Two days after the conclusion of the trial, HRC member Bret Grote was fired 
from his job with the US Census after his supervisors received a phone call from the FBI ordering them to terminate his position 
immediately. 

 

The same bulletin that featured HRC's courthouse support warned of possible attempts by jihadists to bomb New York City and of 
global developments within the Al-Qaeda organization. The bulletins were compiled and released by an Israeli-American corpora-
tion, the Institute for Terrorism Research and Response (ITRR), which was contracted by the Pennsylvania Office of Homeland 
Security to provide information on credible terrorist threats to critical infrastructure within the state. However, for nearly the next 
year, ITRR analysts instead focused heavily on using internet surveillance to monitor nonviolent social justice groups via public 
listserves and websites. This practice was exposed in September when an ITRR bulletin targeting opponents of natural-gas drilling 
was leaked to the press, along with an email from State Homeland Security Director James F. Powers Jr. in which he urged that the 
bulletin remain secret, claiming that it was intended only for the eyes of law enforcement and Marcellus Shale Formation stake-
holders, not to "those groups fomenting dissent." 

 

Soon after news of the secret bulletins broke, PA governor Ed Rendell held a press conference to announce the termination of the 
contract with ITRR and to defend the right of citizens to engage in peaceful protest. Two weeks later, he announced Powers' resig-
nation. 

 

In the aftermath of Powers' resignation and the end of ITRR's contract, the future of Pennsylvanians' right to engage in constitution-
ally protected dissent free from government (or private) surveillance remains threatened. While media bloggers such as Pittsburgh 
City Paper's Chris Potter have been quick to decry spy practices and the use of security firms whose loyalties lie with industry 
rather than the public, groups such as Washington DC-based, Republican Party-affiliated PR firm Adfero have criticized only the 
amateurish quality of ITRR's surveillance but have defended the basic practice of spying on social-justice groups such as the Hu-
man Rights Coalition. 

 

 If criticizing the government, law enforcement, and other seats of power and corruption is grounds for unconstitutional targeting by 
government agencies and their corporate contractors, HRC is likely to experience further surveillance and retaliation under cover of 
"fighting terrorism."  Over the last few years HRC has documented hundreds of human rights violations, including widespread tor-
ture, inside PA prisons. The organization has exposed PA DOC officials' complicity in these crimes and has submitted numerous 
complaints to local, state, and federal authorities. To date, these complaints have been routinely ignored, in clear violation of state 
and federal law. Despite the threat of  government surveillance, the Human Rights Coalition continues to call upon all people to 
take a stand against the state-sponsored torture still practiced by the Pennsylvania Department of Corrections. 

 

Human Rights Coalition ReportHuman Rights Coalition Report  
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Anti-Imperialist Revolutionary 
MARILYN BUCK Makes Her 

Transition to the Otherside 
 
 Marilyn Buck started her commitment to fight-
ing against racism and U.S. imperialism as a student 
activist in  the 1960s, when she was a member of Stu-
dents for a Democratic Society (SDS) at the university 
of Texas.  There she organized against the Vietnam 
War and against racism, and she was one of the 
women who helped make women’s liberation a central 
part of SDS’s politics. 
 In the 1970s Marilyn Buck worked to support 
revolutionary anti-imperialist movements around the 
world, while also actively supporting the Native 
American and Black liberation movements within the 
United States. 
 Marilyn Buck spent four years in prison in the 
early 1970s allegedly for helping Black revolutionar-
ies buy firearms.  After she was furloughed from jail, 
she went underground to pursue revolutionary change 
in Amerika as a guerrilla fighter against U.S. imperi-
alism and in support of Black liberation from 
Amerika. 
 In 1985, Marilyn was captured by security 
forces and charged with revolutionary actions such as 
helping Black revolutionary Assata Shakur success-
fully escape from prison in 1979, as well as conspir-
acy in the 1983 bombing of the U.S. Senate building in 
response to President Ronald Reagan’s invasion of 
Grenada.  Marilyn received an 80-year sentence in 
federal prison for the case.  While in prison, she be-
came a prolific writer of political articles and poetry. 
 Marilyn Buck, a political prisoner, served 
nearly 30 long, tortuous years as a captive in the U.S. 
prison system for her role in the liberation of former 
Black Panther Assata Shakur.  She was released from 
the federal prison medical center in Carswell, Texas 
on July 15th and paroled to New York where she re-
cently passed away from ravages of cancer.  Marilyn 
Buck, anti-imperialist and Black liberation revolution-
ary was just 62 years of age before her transition. 
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Marilyn Buck with her attorney and comrade, Soffiyah Elijah 

Would you hang on a cliff’s edge 
sword-sharp, slashing fingers 
while jackboot screws stomp heels 
on peeled-flesh bones 
and laugh 
“let go! die, damn you, die!” 
could you hang on 20 years, 30 years? 

20 years, 30 years and more 
brave Black brothers buried 
in US koncentration kamps 
they hang on 
Black light shining in torture chambers 
Ruchell, Yogi, Sundiata, Sekou, 
Warren, Chip, Seth, Herman, Jalil, 
and more and more they resist: Black August 

Nat Turner insurrection chief executed: Black August 
Jonathan, George dead in battle’s light: Black August 
Fred Hampton, Black Panthers, African Brotherhood murdered: Black August 
Kuwasi Balagoon, Nuh Abdul Quyyam captured warriors dead: Black August 
Harriet Tubman, Sojourner Truth, Ella Baker, Ida B. Wells 
Queen Mother Moore – their last breaths drawn fighting death: Black August 

Black August: watchword 
for Black liberation for human liberation 
sword to sever the shackles 

light to lead children of every nation to safety 
Black August remembrance 
resist the amerikkan nightmare for life 

Marilyn Buck wrote this poem for Black August 2000. She was released July 
15, 2010, after 25 years as an anti-imperialist political prisoner. Then sud-
denly, only 19 days later, she was gone. 

http://happilynaturalday.com/consciousness 
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October 5, 2010 

Pictures and text from:  http://supportyourlocalgunfighter.com/2010/10/more-
philly-police-officers-arrested/ 

Two Philadelphia police officers are under arrest for stealing 
drugs and cash from an undercover officer posing as a drug dealer. Sources indi-
cate that investigators set up an undercover operation on Monday after being 
tipped off that the officers may be stealing money and drugs from suspects. 

The two arrested officers are identified as Sean Alivera, 31, and Christopher 
Luciano, 23. They were taken into custody at the 25th District headquarters and 
charged with robbery, conspiracy, kidnapping, and other offenses. Alivera is a ten-
year veteran of the force; Luciano is a three-year veteran. 

Investigators say the pair stole 20 pounds of marijuana, with a street value of 
$24,000, and about $3,000 in cash from the undercover state agent who was taking 
part in the sting. The cash was recovered but the drugs were not. 

 

Answers found on Page 36 
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Philly.com 
The Philadelphia Inquirer 
 

New charges against 3 ex
-officers accused in her-
oin theft scheme 
By Troy Graham  
Inquirer Staff Writer 
 

New charges against three former Philadelphia police officers accused this sum-
mer of ripping off a heroin dealer were unveiled in a federal indictment Thursday.  

The indictment also laid out the details of a second scheme two of the officers are 
accused of hatching, to steal money from a man they believed to be a mafioso who 
collected gambling proceeds - but who was actually an undercover FBI agent.  

The new charges had been expected since July, when former Officers Robert 
Snyder, James Venziale, and Mark Williams were indicted in the heroin-theft 
scheme.  

The theft from the supposed Mafia member never happened, but according to the 
indictment, the plan was similar to the one used to steal nearly 300 grams of her-
oin.  

In both cases, the officers were accused of conspiring with Angel Ortiz, described 
as a drug dealer who has three children with Snyder's sister-in-law.  

Snyder's wife, Christal, has been indicted in both schemes as having served as a 
conduit between Ortiz and her husband.  

Williams, a seven-year veteran assigned to the 39th District, planned to pull over 
Ortiz while the FBI agent was in the car. Ortiz planned to have possession of the 
agent's money at that time, although the indictment did not say how he would 
accomplish that.  

Williams would discover drugs and the money taken from the agent on Ortiz and 
then pretend to arrest him, the indictment said. Williams would take both the drugs 
and the money. He also would provide Ortiz with a police property receipt for the 
money, to make the seizure appear legitimate in the eyes of undercover agents, the 
indictment said.  

Williams, however, was placed on restrictive duty after the mother of one of his 
children filed a domestic violence complaint against him. He turned in his firearm 
and was not supposed to wear a police uniform or take any police action.  

On July 9 - the day the theft was supposed to take place - Williams armed himself 
with his personal firearm, put on his uniform, and took a police wagon from the 
39th District without permission, the indictment said.  

He also recruited another man, Marcus Branker, who owned a Chevrolet Trail-
blazer equipped with emergency lights. Once Williams pulled over Ortiz, Branker 
was supposed to arrive with the lights flashing and pretend to be a police officer 
assisting Williams with the vehicle stop, authorities said.  

The indictment said Williams and Branker were poised to set the plan in motion, 
but did not explain why the scheme wasn't launched.  

Branker, 38, of Philadelphia, was the only new defendant named in the Thursday's 

indictment. He pleaded not guilty at his arraignment and was released on bond.  

The indictment did not say how Williams knew Branker, and Branker's attorney, 
Michael van der Veen, said he did not want to comment.  

"We're just in the process of reviewing the indictment," he said.  

The three officers and four others were indicted on July 7 in the alleged heroin 
theft. The indictments were unsealed on July 13. The three officers have since been 
fired.  

In addition to Ortiz and Christal Snyder, federal authorities charged another re-
puted dealer, Zachary Young, with planning the heroin theft.  

In that scheme, all three officers were accused of stealing heroin from Ortiz's sup-
plier, Miguel Santiago, who was the final person indicted. Santiago was a fugitive 
for more than month, before he was arrested Aug. 17 in the Queens borough of 
New York City.  

All the defendants have pleaded not guilty.  

Throughout the planning, Ortiz was doing business with another supposed drug 
dealer, who was actually an undercover DEA agent. The undercover agent was 
recruited into the heroin theft.  

On May 14, Santiago fronted 300 grams to Ortiz, who gave the heroin to the un-
dercover agent, according to the indictment.  

Williams and his partner, Venziale, then pulled over Ortiz and the agent. They 
arrested Ortiz and pretended to seize the heroin - all of which was witnessed by 
Santiago's courier, according to the indictment.  

The undercover agent was allowed to drive away with the heroin, and the officers 
later released Ortiz at Broad Street and Lehigh Avenue.  

The goal was to avoid paying Santiago and to resell the heroin. For their efforts, 
Williams and Venziale were given $6,000, authorities said.  

Venziale was not accused in the scheme to steal money from the undercover FBI 
agent, but Thursday's superseding indictment added a new charge against all seven 
of the original defendants - possession with intent to distribute heroin within 1,000 
feet of a school. 

 
 
Read more: http://www.philly.com/inquirer/local/
pa/20100910_New_charges_against_3_ex-
officers_accused_in_heroin_theft_scheme.html  
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LOLITA LEBRON 
Puerto Rico Revolutionary Passes Away 

 

 Lolita Lebron, ejemplo de valor (example of courage), was born on November 19, 1919 in the city of Lares, Puerto Rico 
where in 1898 people rose up against Spanish domination in what is historically known as the Grito de Lares. 

 In the 1940s Lebron was among thousands who left Puerto Rico for New York City seeking better employment opportuni-
ties.  She later joined the Nationalist Party in New York, becoming an important leader.  Lebron and other comrades were jailed for 
a brief period in 1952 after protesting in front of the United Nations against “Free Associated State” status that the U.S. imposed on 
Puerto Rico. 

 In 1954, Puerto Rican Nationalist leader Don Pedro Albizu Campos suggested an action in Washington, DC to call interna-
tional attention to the island’s status.  On March 1, 1954 Lolita Lebron led the operation in the House of Representatives with Puerto 
Rican Nationalist comrades Rafael Cancel Miranda, Irving Flores and Andres Figueroa Cordero.  Yelling “Viva Puerto Rico Libre” 
and unfurling a Puerto Rican flag, Lebron fired the first shot in the ceiling as she and her comrade unleashed a fury of gunfire.  The 
revolutionaries were capture soon afterwards.  Lebron was sentenced to 56 years in federal prison and her comrades to 81 years. 

 In 1979, President Jimmy Carter pardoned Lolita Lebron and her comrades.  Once free, Lolita continued tirelessly in the 
struggle for the Independence of Puerto Rico from the United States. 

 Independence fighter Lolita Lebron requested that her final resting place be in the old San Juan Cemetery.  She is buried 
close to her dear maestro, Don Pedro Albizu Campos.  She is a shinning example of Albizu Campos’ famous pronouncement: “La 
Patria es valor y sacrificio” (Homeland is courage and sacrifice). 

Lolita Lebron, Presente! Viva Puerto Rico Libre! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 1, 1954 Rafael Cancel Miranda, Andres Figueroa Cordero, Lolita Lebron e Irvin Flores un-
furled a Puerto Rican flag ….HTTP://vivirlatino.com 
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PROSECUTORIAL MISCONDUCT SENT INNOCENT N.Y.C. 
MAN TO PRISON 
 
 A MAN WHO SPENT 16 YEARS IN PRISON FOR A NEW YORK MURDER, HE DID NOT COMMIT, WAS FREED AFTER THE BROOKLYN 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE SAID THE CASE HAD BEEN “MISHANDLED” AND SHOULD BE THROWN OUT.  JABBAR COLLINS LOST 16 

YEARS OF HIS LIFE BASED SOLELY ON A WITNESS’S STATEMENT THAT HAD BEEN RECANTED EVEN BEFORE HE WENT TO TRIAL.  KEVIN 

RICHARDSON, AN EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT DISTRICT ATTORNEY, SAID THE OFFICE HAD NOT LEARNED UNTIL MAY THAT THE KEY WIT-

NESS WHO INCRIMINATED COLLINS IN THE 1994 MURDER OF LANDLORD ABRAHAM POLLACK HAD RECANTED BEFORE TRIAL.  RICHARD 

SAID THE OFFICE COULD NOT RETRY THE CASE BECAUSE OF THE LOSS OF WITNESS TESTIMONY AND PHYSICAL EVIDENCE, THAT HAS 

BEEN DESTROYED.  A FEDERAL JUDGE CALLED THE HANDLING OF THE CASE “SHAMEFUL” AND VACATED THE CONVICTION.  COLLINS, 
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Kagan Sworn in as Supreme Court 
Justice Two Days Following Her  
Senate Confirmation 
 
 Elena Kagan Aug. 7 was sworn in as the 100th associate justice of 
the U.S. Supreme Court.   
 The Senate Aug. 5 confirmed Kagan’s nomination 
to the court by a vote of 63-37.  Five Republicans joined 58 
Democrats to elevate Kagan to the high court.  Sen. Ben Nel-
son (D-Neb.) was the only Democrat to vote against her confir-
mation. 
 The five Republicans voting for Kagan were Sens. 
Richard Lugar (R-Ind.), Lindsey Graham (R-S.C.), Olympia 
Snowe (R-Maine), Susan Collins (R-Maine), and Judd Gregg 
(R-N.H.).  All five also voted in 2009 to confirm Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor, Obama’s first Supreme Court nominee. 
 Kagan is the fourth woman to serve on the Su-
preme Court.  She joins Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg and 
Sotomayor, marking the first time three women justices have 
served together. 
 President Obama, while on a fund-raising trip to 
Chicago, hailed the Senate vote, saying: “I am confident that 
Elena Kagan will make an outstanding Supreme Court justice.  
And I am proud also of the history we are making with her 
appointment.” 
 Noting the history-making development of three 
women serving on the court, Obama called it “a sign of pro-
gress that I relish not just as a father who wants limitless possi-
bilities for my two daughters, but as an American proud that our Supreme Court 
will be more inclusive, more representative, and more reflective of us as a peo-
ple than ever before.” 
 The Senate vote, which took 20 minutes, followed three days of 
debate, during which most Republicans questioned Kagan’s impartiality and 
democrats praised her legal acumen and consensus-building skills. 
 Obama nominated Kagan on May 10 to fill the vacancy left by 
Justice John Paul Stevens, who retired at the end of the court’s term in June.  
Kagan is expected to vote much like Stevens on matters before the court, join-
ing the three other left-leaning justices, Stephen G. Breyer, Ginsburg, and So-
tomayor.  As a result, the court will likely retain its current 5-4 balance. 
 Kagan’s experience as solicitor general, in which she represented the 
Obama administration before the supreme Court, will mean she will not be able 
to participate in some cases the court will hear beginning in October. 
 During her testimony before the Senate Judiciary Committee, Kagan 
said she would recuse herself from any case in which she was counsel of record 
during her time as solicitor general, which includes at least 10 cases that are 
already on the court’s docket for the next term. 
 She also said she would need to recuse herself in any case in which 
she played any kind of substantive role, including petitions for certiorari, deci-
sions on appeals, amicus briefs, or briefs to intervene. 
 Before the afternoon vote, Republican Sens. John Thune (R-S.D.), 
John Ensign (R-Nev.), Roger Wicker (R-Miss.), and Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.), the 
senior Republican on the Judiciary Committee, staged a prepared floor discus-
sion, or “colloquy,” critical of Kagan’s views on the Second Amendment. 

 They cited memos Kagan wrote as a law clerk to Supreme Court 
Justice Thurgood Marshall and as a domestic policy adviser in the Clinton 
White House, which they said showed her opposition to the rights of citizens to 
possess firearms. 
 Floor Debate Mirrored Committee Hearings.  Over the three 
days of floor debate, which was frequently interrupted by other Senate business, 
GOP senators largely reprised arguments against Kagan’s confirmation that 
were raised during the judiciary Committee’s hearings on her nomination in 
June. 

 GOP members focused much of their 
opposition on Kagan’s decision as Harvard Law 
School dean to ban military recruiters, her previous 
role as a legal adviser to Clinton, which they said 
would impair her ability to make impartial deci-
sions as a justice, and her lack of prior experience 
as a judge. 
 During her appearance before the Judi-
ciary Committee, Kagan said her decision to ban 
recruiters was required by Harvard’s antidiscrimi-
nation policy in light of the military’s “don’t ask 
don’t tell” policy toward gays and lesbians.  She 
said recruiters continued to have access to potential 
recruits through an off-campus veterans group and 
that, in fact, the number of recruits during that pe-
riod at Harvard actually increased. 
 Also during the hearings, Kagan stead-
fastly denied that her personal views would influ-
ence her judicial decisions, saying court rulings 
must be ‘based on law all the way down.” 
 During the floor debate and at the hear-
ings, Democratic senators, including Judiciary 
Committee Chairman Sen. Patrick Leahy (D-Vt.), 

rebutted Republican attacks on her lack of prior judicial experience. 
 They said her hands-on experience with the legislative process, 
acquired during her time as an adviser to Clinton, would bring a much-needed 
perspective to the Supreme Court, where all the current sitting justices previ-
ously served as federal appeals court judges. 
 Moreover, Leahy pointed out that Republicans were responsible for 
Kagan’s lack of experience on the bench, noting they blocked her 1999 nomi-
nation to the D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals. 
 Democrats also praised Kagan for the consensus-building abilities 
she demonstrated during her tenure as dean of Harvard Law School, saying she 
could help bring consensus to the high court, which in recent terms has issued a 
large number of split 5-4 decisions. 
 
By Ralph Lindeman 
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Editor’s Note:   This notice is from HRC supporter Lois Ahrens, Director of the organization ‘Real Cost of Prisons Project’,            

5 Warfield Place, Northampton, MA  01060. 
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What Happened to Your Manhood 
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If any prisoner, family member, or community activist 
would like to submit an article that is “critical” of the state and county prison systems, courts, D.A. offices, police, capitalist cor-
porate America, and the government, just forward your article to the HRC’s Newsletter Department for possible printing. 

The Babylon System The Babylon System The Babylon System ---   Bab.y.lon -  noun,  Etymology: Babylon, ancient city of Babylonia, 14th century, a 
city devoted to materialism and sensual pleasure, many liken Babylon to the United 
States, see Revelations 17-18.  

THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IS BROKEN!THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IS BROKEN!THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM IS BROKEN!   
   

BBBYYY   OOOMARMARMAR   AAASKIASKIASKIA   AAALILILI   (S(S(SISTRUNKISTRUNKISTRUNK) ) ) ANDANDAND   LLLEEEEEE   HHHORTONORTONORTON   
 
 
PART I 
 
 In January of 2010 a report aired on KYW News radio reporting on the words of Philadelphia’s new District Attor-
ney, Seth Williams and the Chief Justice of the Pennsylvania State Supreme Court.  ‘The Criminal Justice System is bro-
ken’,  Philly’s newest top prosecutor is reported as saying; to which, Pennsylvania’s Chief Justice of the State Supreme 
Court woefully concurred.  At that moment, those simple but frank words gave credence to what most of Pennsylvania’s pri-
son population have been saying for years. 
 
 The story of the Pennsylvania Criminal Justice System (CJS) is a sordid and complex tale of structural injustice; a 
tale of two systems, one seen and the other hidden - lurking just below the surface.  Over the last three decades the Criminal 
Justice System (CJS) has been engaged in a misguided war on crime, which has only led to huge prison populations, huge 
costs and no real dent in crime.  From front to back, (arrest, trial, incarceration to parole), the CJS has been an abysmal 
failure to its citizenery, regardless of creed or color.  Bad policy choices and unfair practices have put such a strain on the 
functions of the CJS that it has experienced a profound breakdown in the administration of justice and is near the brink of 
collapse. 
 
 To understand the degree of damage that has been done; the root causes past and present have to be examined.  The 
CJS has several key components: law enforcement, D.A.’s, courts, politicians, and prisons.  Since Philadelphia is Pennsylva-
nia’s largest city and biggest contributor to its county and state prison populations, it seems appropriate that we focus our 
attention on the law enforcement and prosecutorial practices first. 
 
 The first crack in the Criminal Justice System comes in the earliest stage of the process, ‘the police investigation and 
arrest stage’.  In the 1960’s, 70’s and early 80’s, the streets of Philly, especially the African American community, witnesed 
the nightmore reign of Police Commissioner and later Mayor, Frank Rizzo.  The history of Rizzo and his rogue police is well 
known and irrefutable to those who remember.  Under his tenure the Philadelphia police force, uniformed like an occupying 
army, with their billy clubs and attack dogs, were like a wrench thrown into the machine of justice.  On Rizzo’s police force, 
false arrest, intimidation, frame ups and police brutality were considered normal police procedure. 
 
 One such case provides a salient example of Rizzo’s diabolical police methods and tactics, which are the false arrest, 
frame up, and trial of four white student activists from the Philadelphia Chapter of the Students for a Democratic Society 
(SDS).  The time is spring, circa 1969.  On orders from Rizzo a police squad raided a West Philadelphia apartment.  After 
finding bomb making materials in their refrigerator  they arrest its four White occupants for plotting to blow up the ‘Liberty 
Bell’.  Good police work, a potential incident of domestic terrorism averted, the bad guys captured, the good guys prevail, a 
job well done.  Hold it, not so fast!  There is just one problem.  The plot to blow up the ‘Liberty Bell’ never existed and the 
evidence was planted by police. 
 
 The whole affair was an elaborate fabrication, it was later uncovered, concocted by Rizzo to frame these particular 
activist in order to neutralize the good work the SDS was doing in the African American poor communities of Philadelphia.  
Although they would be vindicated later at trial and acquitted of all charges, Rizzo’s scheme succeeded to some degree in 
neutralizing their activism.  Nevertheless, they were fortunate to escape the clutches of an unjust imprisonment.  But what 
about the hundreds, maybe thousands of innocent and poor citizens who ran afoul of Rizzo and his police and did not escape.  
Most served their unjust convictions and sentences and were let out on parole.  Some died in prison and will never make it 
out, but others still languish, wrongfully convicted in prison today praying for relief. 
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 These methods and tactics of law enforcement were not isolated to Philadelphia nor Rizzo’s tenure.  They were re-
plecated in various forms throughout Pennsylvania and have affected generations.  However, Rizzo spawned an entire cultu-
re of police corruption and misconduct.  From the murderous attacks on MOVE and the unjust arrests and imprisonment of 
its members, and the frame-up of Mumia Abu Jamal.  Through the torturous years of the Thirty-ninth District, with its poli-
ce marauders; intimidating, framing, falsely arresting, and sometimes killing poor citizens under the cloak of a war on 
drugs.  To the many shootings of unarmed citizens, like the tragic slaying by police of unarmed sleeping teenage motorist, 
Danta Dawson.  Police misconduct has become an accepted norm.  No matter how many instances have ocurred or been un-
covered, nothing substantial has been done to correct it.  So each year it has chipped away at the integrity of the justice sys-
tem. 
 
 Working hand in glove with the police, sometimes pushing their buttons, is the DA’s office and its prosecutors.  At 
the pre-trial and trial phases of prosecutions they have long employed rank, unfair policies and practices to win their cases.  
Since they have an absolute immunity from civil or criminal prosecution, lying and witholding evidence to obtain convictions 
have become commonplace.  With impunity they use unconstitutionally acquired evidence and false statements to intimidate 
and coerce defendants into pleading guilty.  As a testiment to these tactics, currently (95 percent) of prosecutions end in guil-
ty pleas. 
 
 A poignant, sobering example of the rank, unfair policies and practices employed by the Philly DA’s office is the 
infamous video taped training lecture on jury selection given to incoming Assistant District Attorneys by then ADA Jack 
McMahon.  The tape was made in 1985 during the DA administration of Ron D. Castille, whom we mentioned at the begi-
ning of this writing as the Chief Justice of Pennsylvania’s State Supreme Court.  The tape surfaced in 1997 and was released 
to the media by then DA Lynn Abraham, who was seeking with the gesture to sabotage Mr. McMahons’ election campaign 
and challenge to her re-election bid. 
 
 The videotape was extremely damaging to Mr. McMahon’s reputation and credibility as a potential DA.  It also gave 
the public a rare glimpse into that part of the CJS lurking, grimy and dirty, in the gear boxes of justice wreaking havoc on 
the system.  In the videotape, then ADA McMahon is heard explicitly advocating as a prosecutorial practice stricking Afri-
can American Venire persons from juries solely on the basis of race and/or racial sterotyping, in order to seat all-White ju-
ries who would be prone to convict African American defendants.  He taught beginner ADA’s that residents from predomi-
nantly black neighborhoods, like North Philadelphia, as a policy should be kept off of juries.  ‘Mayfair (a predominantly 
white section of Philadelphia) is good’, and ‘people from 33rd and Diamond (predominantly black) stink’, he said.  He went 
on to say, ‘you don’t want jurors from 33rd and Diamond’.  Essentially, he was teaching those ADA’s who had never tried a 
case, how to break the law to obtain a conviction.  In the words of U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas, during his 
confirmation hearings before the U.S. Senate; this is an example of a high tech lynching, and this discriminatory jury practi-
ce is the rope.  Suffice it to say Abrahams’ ploy worked and McMahon lost, but the unfair practice remained. 
 
 In her cunningness Abraham, whose administration had been cited numerous times by human rights groups for its 
unfair policies and practices, turned around and dismissed the tape as unique only to McMahon and not reflective of any 
policies or practices used by the Philadelphia DA’s office, past or present.  However, Abrahams’ assurances were shown to 
be no more than a subterfuge, as they were belied by evidence from a different lecture that would surface later.  Around 
2005 some incriminatory notes from a different lecture on jury selection surfaced.  The notes, handwritten, were taken in 
1990 by then ADA Gavin Lentz, during the DA administration of Ed Rendell, now Governor of Pennsylvania.  They recount 
a lecture by then Director of Training for the Philadelphia District Attorney’s Office, Bruce Sagel; in which he espouses an 
identical philosophy of picking juries as Mr. McMahon; strike African Americans, seat Whites.  Contrary to Abrahams’ 
assurances, these notes confirm that it was/is the practice of the Philadelphia DA’s Office to discriminate against African 
Americans in jury selection in order to set all white juries who would be prone to convict African American defendants on 
little evidence.  The question we must ask ourselves now is, how many people has this policy and practice subjected to unfair 
trials and unconstitutional convictions?  You can almost hear the wheels of justice breaking. 
 
PART II will appear in next issue of the Movement. 
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The Babylon System The Babylon System The Babylon System ---   Bab.y.lon -  noun,  Etymology: Babylon, ancient city of Babylonia, 14th century, a 
city devoted to materialism and sensual pleasure, many liken Babylon to the United 
States, see Revelations 17-18.  
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Don’t stop now, Let’s keep it up ...  

Write On!  

Prison Letter Writing Night 

Wednesday Nights at    
LAVA Space.   
 
Come help support us in answering  letters from people in prison. 

6-9 pm 

4134 Lancaster Ave 
Philadelphia, PA  19104 
(#10 green trolley, bus lines 30, 
31, 40, 43) 
 
Sponsored by: 

Human Rights Coalition (HRC) 

215-921-3491  tell family & friends! 
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Answers to Page 24 Puzzle 

Compliments of www.Bighouseart.com 
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Prisoners’ Bill of Rights  
 

1. We call for the right to be free from state sanctioned murder by use of the Death Penalty. 

2. We call for the right of Parolees to be free of discrimination and disenfranchisement by denying th ose on parole the 
right to vote, quoting the 15 th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution, section (1): “The right of citizens of the United 
States to vote, shall not be denied or abridged by the United States, or by any state on account of race, color, or previ-
ous condition of servitude.”  

3. The 13th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution states: “Neithe r slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a pu nish-
ment for a crime whereof the party shall be duly co nvicted, shall exist within the United States , or any place subject to 
their jurisdiction.” 

 We call for an Amendment of the clause to ensure that the language specifically prohibits slavery or involuntary 
 servitude of any form in any land/territory subjec t to United States jurisdiction. 

4. We assert that no one should be deprived of the fundamental right to vote whether in county, state,  or federal prison, 
as long as they are American citizens and are of the age of eighteen or older. 

5. We call for the abolition of sentencing juveniles to Life imprisonment whethe r with or without parole.  We assert that 
the recent findings of neuro-psychiatry have defini tively established that the frontal cortex of the b rain, which is the 
region that governs impulsivity, judgment, planning  for the future, foresight of consequences, is the last to develop 
and does not reach optimal functioning capacity unt il well into a person’s early twenties of age.  This scientific fact is 
germane to mitigating juvenile criminal culpability . 

6. We call for all juveniles sentenced as adults to be given a five year deferment of sentence, during which time the juve-
nile will undergo intense rehabilitation efforts.  At the end of the five years, should the young adul t fail the program, 
his/her sentence will be reinstated, unless it’s a Life sentence - in which case the sentence will be commuted to a maxi-
mum sentence not to exceed his/her 40th birthday. 

 We assert that the United States being a signatory of the International Convention Treaties and Declarations under 
 the United Nations rules pursuant to the Conventio n on the Rights of Children (C.R.C.) Article 37 (a), which states: 
 “Neither capital punishment nor life imprisonment without the possibility of release shall be imposed  for offences 
 committed by persons below eighteen years of age.”  Article 40 (1), continues stating:  “Parties recognized as having 
 infringed the penal law to be treated in a manner consistent with the promotion of the child’s sense of dignity and 
 worth, which reinforces the child’s respect for th e human rights and fundamental freedoms of others, and which takes 
 into account the child’s re-integration and the ch ild assuming a constructive role in society.” 

7. We call for the end of the use of permanent, indefinite, and long term lock-down in solitary confin ement areas within 
prisons.  We assert that every prisoner should be given the opportunity to work their way into a less restrictive envi-
ronment, as opposed to being lock-down in solitary confinement 23 hours a day on weekdays and 24 hours a day on 
weekends, for the rest of their natural lives or un til they complete their entire sentence.  Prisoners are consistently be-
ing left to perpetually languish in solitary confin ement, because of the falsity and embellishment of prisoners’ prison 
records or due to an incident that took place 10, 20, or 30 years ago. 
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8. We assert that all of the abuse, deprivations, and other human rights violations against prisoners that are systemic 
throughout America’s prison system, will continue u ntil prisoners are afforded a voice to collectively  speak on their 
behalf, and therefore, we call for the formation and legalization of Prisoners’ Unions . 

9. We call for the reinstatement of Pell Grants for the education of prisoners.  We assert that studies clearly show that for 
prisoners who received some college level courses, the recidivism rate dropped significantly, and this  drop was di-
rectly proportionate to the degree of education received while in prison.  We reject the argument of budget restraints 
when one knows that the allocation of funds for Pel l Grants (of any state’s federal budget) was only one percent of one 
percent. 

10. We call for a mandate of every state’s Department of Corrections and the Federal Bureau of Prisons, to initiate pro-
grams designed to help maintain the cohesion of the family unit of prisoners.  For example, confining prisoners at 
prisons in the region near their homes, providing c onjugal visitations for married prisoners, family/p arent-children 
sessions, and therapy for children of the incarcerated. 

11. We call for Community Service Work Furloughs as part of a re-integration program, as an act of contrition for offenses 
committed against the community. 

12. We call for the General Assembly to revoke the Supreme Court’s ruling, which held that a prisoner with an eighth 
grade education is sufficient enough to make him/he r proficient in law, enough to represent themselves in post collat-
eral appeals, and of which they are expected to learn in less than one year under the most adverse conditions that 
which every attorney within the judiciary had to st udy in colleges for 4-8 years in order to learn.  

13. We hold for as long as the said ruling is upheld by the Supreme Court, that every county, state and federal prison 
must establish Para-Legal classes teaching prisoners the fundamentals of constitutional law, criminal/ civil rules & 
procedure, legal research, and criminal appellant rules & procedure.  These classes must be free to any prisoner want-
ing to take it. 

14. We call for an equal distribution of funding fo r both the District Attorney Office and Public Defe nders Office, so that a 
court-appointed attorney can properly represent his  client in a criminal proceeding. 

15. We assert that state’s Department of Corrections must have a Community Oversight Committee , invested with the 
power and authority to effect change in any policy or regulation they deem not conducive to the positi ve growth of 
prisoners or that which violate the human rights of  prisoners. 

  

 We, the Incarcerated Citizens Coalition , representing a multitude of individuals, groups a nd organizations and act-
ing as the internal division of the Human Rights Co alition make this proclamation, and call for the ab ove enumerated tenets to 
be translated into legislative language to be presented as a provisional National Prisoners’ Bill of R ights. 

 We believe that this document can/should serve as both a nexus for prisoners’ solidarity and a spark to galvanize the 
prison movement around a National Campaign for Huma n Rights. 

 It has been said that one can determine if a society is politically advanced by observing what positi ons women in that 
society holds.  Likewise, one can determine how humane and civilized a society is by observing how the society treats its pris-
oners. 
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Official HRC Chapters 

Human Rights Coalition - 
Philadelphia Chapter 

C/O Lava Space 
4134 Lancaster Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19147 

(215) 921-3491 
 

www.hrcoalition.org 

Human Rights Coalition - 
Chester Chapter 

2 East 7th Street 
Chester, PA  19013 

(215) 390-4114 
 

hrcchester@yahoo.com  

Human Rights Coalition -  
FedUp! Chapter 

 
5125 Penn Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15224 
412-361-3022 xt.4 

 
hrcfedup@gmail.com 

www.thomasmertoncenter.org/projects/
prisoner-rights/fedup/ 

START A HUMAN RIGHTS COALITION (HRC) CHAPTER OR BRA NCH IN YOUR AREA.   Each Chapter or Branch must comply with 
eight requirements.  These eight are: 

 1.)  Respond to inquiries in a timely manner as resources permit. 

 2.)  Update membership to HRC-Philly at least quarterly. 

 3.)  Incorporate as a non-profit organization. 

 4.)  Publish a newsletter at least semi annually as resources permit. 

 5.)  Send minutes of chapter meetings to HRC-Philly. 

 6.)  Establish internet video conferencing for statewide chapter meetings. 

 7.)  Create a cooperative business to finance your chapter or branch to be financially independent. 

Front Cover Photos courtesy of the following websites: http://blacksuperwomen.wordpress.com/2008/02/Gracie-Hawthorne-One-

Vote ,   March-For-Rights;Suffrage; VOANews: Civil Rights Movement: In the '60s, a Struggle for Equality in US 


