Index to “Rationale” of PA DOC Master Denial of Publications list

(from DC ADM 803 Inmate Mail and Incoming Publications policy)

3. Criteria 
A request for and receipt of any publication, book, magazine, or photograph may be disapproved when the publication contains content considered to post a potential threat to security, or contains obscene, pornographic, or nude content, as follows: 
a. Security Issues 
Written narratives/language and/or visual/graphic representations/images containing any of the following content shall be denied: 

(1) 
information regarding the manufacture of explosives, incendiaries, weapons, escape devices or other contraband;  

(2) 
instruction regarding the ingredients or manufacture of poisons, drugs, or intoxicating beverages;  

(3) 
writings which advocate violence, insurrection or guerrilla warfare against the government or any of its facilities or which create a danger within the context of the correctional facility;  

(4) 
writings that advocate, assist, or are evidence of criminal activity or facility misconduct; 

(5) 
racially inflammatory material or material that could cause a threat to the inmates, staff, and security of the facility; or 

(6) 
maps, road atlas, etc., that depict a geographic region.  
b. Obscenity, Pornography, and Nudity Issues 
Pictorial depictions containing any of the following content shall be denied (written narratives/language and visual/graphic representations/images containing any of the following content shall be denied to any inmate under the age of 18): 

(1) 
where one of the participants in the act is, or appears to be, non-consenting; 

(2) 
where one of the participants appears to be forceful, threatening, or violent; 

(3) 
where one of the participants is dominating one of the other participants and one of the individuals is obviously in a submissive role or one of the participants is degraded, humiliated, or willingly engages in behavior that is degrading or humiliating; 

(4) 
one of the participants is a child/minor, or appears to be a child/minor; 

(5) 
where there is actual penetration, be it penile/vaginal-oral, penile-anal, or penile-vaginal; digital-anal, digital-vaginal; or insertion of any inanimate object in a body cavity, or the depiction in the context presented is deemed to be opposed to legitimate penological objectives; 

(6) 
where any bodily excretory function is depicted;  

(7) 
where the material depicts bestiality, masturbation, sadomasochistic behavior, or bondage; 

(8) 
materials that depict or expressly encourage violent or assaultive sexual conduct, or involuntary deviant sexual contact; and/or 

(9) 
the material contains nudity, which for the purpose of this policy is defined as showing any male or female genitals and/or pubic area and/or female nipple. 

(a) 
Exposure of any of the above areas through “see through” materials is considered nudity for purposes of this definition.  

(b) 
Exceptions to the prohibition of publications containing content falling within Section E.3.b.(9) above, may be approved by the IPRC when the material has artistic, educational, or medical value.  The following considerations shall guide IPRC decision-making in determining whether or not to grant such an exception (refer to Attachment 3-D): 

i. first, is the material in question (i.e., nudity) contained in a publication that regularly features sexually explicit content intended to raise levels of sexual arousal and/or to provide sexual gratification?  If so, then the publication shall be denied for inmate possession; or 
ii.   if not, then further consideration should be given to whether it is likely that the content in question (i.e., nudity) was published with the primary intention to raise levels of sexual arousal and/or to provide sexual gratification. If the IPRC determines that the content of the publication in question was published with the intention to heighten sexual arousal levels and/or promote sexual gratification, then the publication shall be denied for inmate possession. 

